Admiral Sir Tony Radakin KCB ADC
To be Chief of the ( UK )Defence Staff
It was announced on 7 October that HM the Queen had approved the
appointment of Admiral Sir Tony Radakin KCB ADC to take over from
General Sir Nicholas Carter GCB CBE DSO ADC Gen as the next Chief of the
Defence Staff.
Defence Secretary Ben Wallace, said: ‘I’m delighted to congratulate Admiral
Sir Tony Radakin on his appointment as Chief of the Defence Staff, a post he
will take up on 30 November. Admiral Tony brings an unparalleled wealth of
experience to the role at a time of significant change for the Armed Forces and
Ministry of Defence. We are modernising to address the challenges posed by an
increasingly unstable world and I know he will lead the Armed Forces with
distinction in his new post.
‘Admiral Tony has been an outstanding First Sea Lord and Chief of Naval Staff
overseeing a period of transformation in the Royal Navy that has seen more
ships deployed, for longer, all over the world. That includes the inaugural
voyage of HMS Queen Elizabeth at the head of our new Carrier Strike Group
which set sail in May.
‘There is much to be done, at home and abroad, the threats against the UK and
our allies are growing. Last year this Government made the biggest investment
in Defence since the Cold War, and delivered a transformational vision for the
future of the Armed Forces through the Integrated Review and Defence
Command Paper. I would like to thank General Sir Nick Carter for his
leadership and counsel as Chief of the Defence Staff. I now look forward to
working with Admiral Tony as we fulfil the ambitions we both share for the
nation’s Armed Forces.’
Admiral Radakin’s career
Tony Radakin was appointed First Sea Lord and Chief of the Naval Staff in
June 2019. He was born in Oldham and made in the Royal Navy.
Commissioned in 1990, his operational service has involved the Iran/Iraq
Tanker War, security duties in the Falklands, NATO embargo operations in the
Adriatic, countering smuggling in Hong Kong and the Caribbean, and three
command tours in Iraq – both ashore and at sea. He has commanded from
Lieutenant to Rear Admiral of ashore, afloat and international forces. This
includes HMS Blazer and Southampton URNU, HMS Norfolk, the Naval
Training Team in Iraq, the Iraqi Maritime Task Force, Portsmouth Naval Base,

1

and Commander of UK Maritime Forces and NATO’s High Readiness
Maritime Component Commander.
His staff appointments have predominantly been in either Joint or Defence
roles, including: operational planning at PJHQ, two tours as a Military
Assistant, and two tours involving financial, capability and strategic force
development. More recently, he was Chief of Staff of the Joint Forces
Command (2016 – 2018) and Second Sea Lord (2018 – 2019).
The Chief of the Defence Staff
The Chief of the Defence Staff is the professional head of the Armed Forces and
principal military adviser to the Secretary of State for Defence and the
government. The role reports to the Secretary of State and the Prime Minister.
Responsibilities
The Chief of the Defence Staff’s responsibilities include:
 Leading defence (with the Permanent Secretary (Perm Sec)).
 Setting strategy for defence, including the future development of the
Armed Forces (subject to ministers’ direction, and together with Perm
Sec).
 The conduct of current operations (as strategic commander).
 Leading relationships with other countries’ Armed Forces.
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